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Intent 
 
At St Alban’s CE Academy, we aim to equip the children with an inquisitiveness to find out about the world. We 
teach our children an understanding of places, environments and people from our local area to around the world. 
Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that 
in other regions in the United Kingdom, Europe and in the wider world and how these can change over time. They 
learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-
solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of 
life in other cultures. Geography also motivates and inspires children to be curious and fascinated about the physical 
world around them. Furthermore, it enables them to recognise the importance of diverse places, people, landscapes and 
resources of natural and human environments, deepening their understanding of physical and human processes.  
 
Our core aims of geography at St Alban’s CE Academy are to enable children to:  
 

 Gain knowledge and understanding of places in their locality, the UK and the wider world.  

 Develop subject specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and characteristics of our 
world 

 Develop locational and place knowledge, learning graphic skills; including how to use, read, draw and interpret 
maps and atlases. 

 Develop children’s geographical skills and fieldwork through observations, first hand experiences of their local 
environment and landscapes to build knowledge of the UK, Europe and wider world. 

 Increase children’s knowledge and understanding of other cultures and traditions and, in so doing, teach a 
respect and understanding of how places can be both similar and different to where we live, what it means 
to be a positive global citizen living in a multi-cultural country and how places can change and develop over 
time. 

 Develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, ICT, investigation and how to 
present their conclusions in the most appropriate way, analysing, communicating data, interpreting a range of 
sources, communicating geographical information in a variety of ways.  
 
 

These core aims are used to drive the teaching 
of geography across the whole school. Our 
ethos ensures that geographical skills are used 
purposefully and effectively in a cross 
curricular manner to embed knowledge and 
understanding. Children are given 
opportunities to celebrate and respect themselves 
and other people within the local area, 
surrounding areas and the wider world, and 
this enables pupils to use geographical skills 
across all types of lessons for varying purposes 
to achieve outcomes in different ways. 

 
 
 
 

Implementation 
 

Overview 
 
The teaching and learning of Geography at St Albans’s CE Academy aims to foster a genuine interest of places and 
environments, gaining knowledge and understanding about their local area, other regions in the United Kingdom and 

places in the wider world.  We aim to ensure that all learning opportunities are relevant to our children which is why 
all year groups begin with learning about the local area or surrounding on the geography journey.  
 
Geography aims to provide children with skills for life, learning how to draw and interpret maps, developing the 
research, investigation, analysis and problem solving skills. Through growing knowledge of human Geography, we teach 



children a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country as well as 

encouraging children to appreciate life in other cultures and what it means to be a ‘global citizen’.  
 
The teaching of Geography also motivates children to find out about the physical world enabling children to learn and 
recognise the importance of sustainable development for future mankind, understanding environmental problems at a 
local, regional and global level. 
 
 
Teaching and learning 
 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods 
and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities and we encourage children to ask as well as answer 
geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data and sources, such as maps, statistics, 
graphs, pictures, and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use computing in geography lessons where this serves to 
enhance their learning. Children take part in role-play and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class 
to build key skills needed for future employment, building on our aim of encouraging children to collaborate and work 
together in the classroom.  They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the 
children in ‘real’ geographical activities to use their skills and knowledge purposefully, e.g. research of a local 
environmental problem or use of the Internet to investigate a current issue. We recognise the fact that there are 
children of widely different geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child every lesson. We have followed the National 
Curriculum for geography as the basis for our curriculum planning. We have adapted the national curriculum to the 
local circumstances of our school, i.e. we make use of the local environment in our fieldwork and we choose a locality 
where the human activities and physical features provide a contrast to those that predominate in our own immediate 
area. The topics studied in Geography are planned to build upon prior learning to ensure there is progression from 
EYFS up to Year 6. While we offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in 
each topic, we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged 
as they move up through our school. 
 
 
Organisation and Planning 
 
Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). Our long-term plan maps the 
geography topics studied in each term during each year group. Children begin in the autumn term with learning about 
local geography, move to spring where they learn about contrasting areas and Europe and then in summer branch out 
into the wider world.   
 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. Medium term plans outline suggested 
learning questions teachers can use when completing their short term planning, as well as well-sequenced learning 
opportunities that allow children to apply their newly found skills and knowledge.  
 
Each class teacher creates a plan for each lesson. These weekly lesson plans list specific learning objectives. We plan the 
topics in geography so that they build upon prior learning. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their 
skills and knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the scheme of work, we offer them an 
increasing challenge as they move up the school.  
 
In the Foundation Stage we teach knowledge and understanding of the world as an integral part of the topic work 
covered during the year. We relate to the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in 
Building Blocks focusing on People and Communities and Understanding the World. Geography makes a significant 
contribution to the objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such 
as collecting postcards from different places, discussions about where they live and their local area.  
 
Equal opportunities 
 
All children will have equal access to the Geography Curriculum, regardless of gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
background or special educational needs as outlined in the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy. In advance to this, 
teaching will take into account the age, ability, readiness, and cultural backgrounds of children and those with English 
as an additional language to ensure that all can fully access our geography education provision. This will be done 



through purposeful differentiation and drawing on expertise from the subject leader to make every lesson meaningful 
to every child.  
 
Close monitoring of lessons and learning along with reviews will be made by senior leaders, middle leaders, including 
the Curriculum Innovation Team, and subject leaders. This will allow us to observe learning and outcomes within the 
curriculum, allowing us to gain feedback around what is going well and what are the ways to grow and move forward 
with children of all backgrounds and abilities. If there are areas, where children are not making expected progress then 
class teachers will work alongside leaders and our SENCO to set specific targets within lessons to boost progress and 
attainment. Likewise, where children are showing themselves to be at a greater depth level, class teachers will provide 
further challenge to ensure children excel in every lesson. 
 
Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEND policy 
and information report. 
 
 
Assessment and recording 
 
We assess the children’s work in geography by making judgements as we observe the children during lessons: this allows 
for staff to judge children’s current progress and informs their plans.  We measure the child’s outcomes against the 
schools Building Block system: this measures key skills and understanding against the National Curriculum for age 
related expectations. Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment following the school’s marking 
and feedback policy and provide feedback to move learning on or deepen a child’s understanding.  
 
The geography subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of teaching and learning as well as the 
children’s work and outcomes in geography. The geography subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in 
the planning and teaching of geography, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for 
providing an action plan and direction for the subject in the school to innovate practice. The geography subject leader 
uses an annual action plan to ensure measures are taken to review, evaluate and develop the effectiveness of 
geography across the school. This is done through learning walks, regular discussions with staff and monitoring 
planning, lessons and evidence produced by the children across all stages of learning. 
 

Impact 
 
At St Albans C of E Academy, we aim to teach an understanding of places, environments and people. Through their 
work in geography, children learn about their local area, the wider community and how diverse the world is globally. 
They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem 
solving which can be used in later life. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human and physical 
geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures.  
We aim to provide our children with the curiosity, interest and inquisitiveness to find out about our planet for life 
during and beyond school, and at the core of our geography teaching is the aim to ensure that children develop a 
positive sense of belonging within their school, community and local area as well as becoming excited and inspired by the 
world around them.  
 
 

Review 
 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the subject leader and member of the SLT.  


